
Kia ora Whānau

Welcome back to Term 1, 2025. Seeing all our new and returning Tamariki at school is wonderful and
they have come back ready to learn. 

We are having a Meet and Greet with the teachers on the 6th of March from 3.15 to 4.15. Our
classrooms will be open for you to come in and see what your child/children have been doing so far.
This is a great way to talk about how your child has settled in and what learning they have been
doing. There will be a free sausage sizzle, so come along and enjoy the afternoon. 

We are very proud of our new road crossing in front of our school. Our students deserve the very best,
and we were grateful to get a new improved crossing. It slows traffic down coming around a sharp
corner.  

Attendance is a hot topic at the moment. It is vital that students are at school attending every day. If
they are absent please contact the school. You can do this on our free Skool Loop App. It is a free app
that can be downloaded. Instructions have been sent home and are attached to this newsletter. You
can view our school calendar and newsletters, get important notifications, send us an absentee, and
even sign permission slips.

Ngā Mihi
Renée Taipari
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Term 1: Monday 3 February - Friday 11 April
Term 2: Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June
Term 3: Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September
Term 4: Monday 6 October -Thursday 18 December (tbc)

What’s Happening 
in Term 1

6 March - Meet & Greet the Teachers

3.15pm - 4.15pm (Free BBQ)

11 March - BOT Meeting 3.45pm
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Please remember to notify the school if your
child is going to be absent. 

You can do this by phoning the school office 
on 368 7658, or  by clicking on the  

‘Report Absence’ tab on the Taitoko School
Website or Skool App.
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Absences

           A big thank you to Bunnings Porirua, Palmerston North, Petone and Wellington. 
           They have created a beautiful space for our tamariki to grow kai and learn about being Kaitiaki
for our school environment. Our tamariki are super excited to see what is growing in the gardens and
waiting with anticipation for when our vegetables will be ready to eat. 
Watch this space. We will be creating our very own Taitoko School Garden Club, where relationships
will be made through gardening and hard hands on work. Please come and check out our new
gardens. 
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Around the Class Rooms

In Whare Manaaki 1 we have been learning about the new kaupapa of school. Learning
new routines, learning about our new environment and making new friends. We are
learning to be safe, to be respectful and a learner. We have started our PMP afternoons
(movement stations) and our tamariki are enjoying these sessions. 
Swimming has been another highlight, learning to be confident in the water. 
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Whare Manaaki 1 - Whaea Jessie

Whare Manaaki 2 - Whaea Kaya
WM2 are learning all about each other, our
families and making connections to one another
through whanau whakapapa. 
Tamariki are really enjoying their reading and
writing groups with lots of great progress happening
in such a short time! 
WM2 really looks forward to Swimming on Friday
afternoons so please make sure they have towels
and togs packed for a nice end to their very busy
week. 
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Room 3 - Mr Cullen
Kia ora whanau of room 3. 
We have had a busy but exciting start to the year. We have been busy harvesting corn,
swimming, making art, using modeling clay pendants, and writing about our favourite memories. 
Please remember swimming is every Tuesday. 
Reading books will be sent home in book bags please make sure you tamariki reads with you at
home and returns the book each day.

Room 4 - Mrs Burke
Kia Ora 
Ko Morgan toku ingoa. 
Ko Foxton toku kainga
My name is Morgan Burke.I am from Foxton.
This year I am teaching year 3,4,5 in room 4. 
I am the ICT lead. In my class we work on devices and
become deeply immersed in the technology world with the
help of Manaiakalani.
In my spare time I do 3D Printing and go to markets around
the Horowhenua/Manawatu Region.

The awesome students in Room 2 are busy bees. We are learning about the Room 2 routines, in
particular our Kawa of care with our ipads. And a great start with learning - see their sticker
charts filling up!! Go Room 2!

Room 2 - Ms Kjestrup
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Room 5 - Mr Watson

 PH: 06 368 7658
Email: office@taitoko.school.nz

www.taitoko.school.nz

Room 6 - Mrs King

Room 6 has had a great
start to the term. 

We are learning about our
own cultural identities and
our place in the world. 

For math our focus is
measurement and place
value. 

My students are great
learners. 

Kia ora Whanāu, my name is Kirk Watson and this will be my 4th year teaching at Taitoko
School. 

This year I have the privilege of teaching an 
amazing year 5/6 class in room 5. 

We have been enjoying the good weather and 
enjoying lots of outside games and swimming. 
We have also been getting back into our class 
routines and learning. 

Please feel free to drop in anytime and say hello.
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In room 8 we have been exploring maths
in our learning to support communication
and social skills amongst our peers, this
has been a great opportunity for all
students to get to try something new and
find joy in learning.

In the photos students are learning to
play Tangle, a board game which is all
about strategy.

We have had some students learning how
to play Yahtzee (Kauri and Noah) who
have then been tasked to 'train' up more
students. This is an initiative to support
leadership among the class, it has been
great to see this happening.
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Room 8 - Whaea Tai

Kia Ora whānau it is great to have this opportunity to
touch base and to say hello! My name is Matua
Shaun Blake. 

We have had a busy start to the term getting back
into school and the students becoming familiar with
routines both new and well known. 

We have been focusing on Ko Wai Ao, all about me.
This is a chance for the kids to bring their own life
experience into the classroom. These activities
include pepeha writing as well as the development
of poupou that feature images of things from the
students' lives.  

Room 7 - Matua Shaun



We are excited to kick off our Kapa Haka and Pasifika groups over the
next few weeks! These groups provide a wonderful opportunity for our
students to celebrate and connect with their culture through performance
and waiata. 

As the year progresses, we’ll be preparing for local community events and
festivals, where we can proudly represent Taitoko School and showcase
the rich cultural diversity within our kura. We look forward to a fantastic
year of learning, performing, and celebrating together!  
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Cultural Groups
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School Crossing
Last year, when local MP Tim Costley came to visit our school, Miss Taipari made sure to
inform him of the lack of a school crossing for our tamariki. 
Given the nature of the bend in the road where our students cross, we are very happy with the
outcome. 

Thank you to Tim and Ms Taipari, along with the Horowhenua District Council, for making this
happen. 

Breakfast Club
Monday - Friday 8.15am - 8.45am
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TERM 1 

RIPPA RUGBY SESSIONS
In School sessions will be held for

Year 3 - 8's throughout March
and  early April

AIMS GAMES
Year 7 and 8's, please return
your permission forms if you

have not done so already.
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Term 1 - School Hats 

Taitoko School promotes sun protection practices to
reduce the risk of sun-related harm to students as
part of our commitment to providing a safe place to
learn. This means that students aren’t allowed to
play outside without a hat during the summer
months.

We do provide sun hats for each student, however,
if your child/children bring their own, please pop
their name in them in case they get lost.

Breakfast Club
We are very lucky to be a KickStart
Breakfast School and are also lucky to
receive bread from Kidscan as part of
our breakfast programme. Our
Breakfast Club is open Monday to
Friday from 8.15am to 8.45am and is
held in the staff room and supervised
by Whaea Nita

Taitoko School Policies &
Procedures

Taitoko School Board would like to remind our
community that Taitoko School has worked with
SchoolDocs to ensure our school policies are kept
up to date and are easily accessible. These are
comprehensive policies that are constantly being
reviewed and updated in response to changes in
legislation or Ministry guidelines.

You can find these via our school website:
https://taitoko.school.nz
Username: taitoko
Password: kinross
You will then be able to view all of our school
policies. 
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Our School Values
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Skool Loop NZ App


